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18 August 2008 
 
PRESS RELEASE – For immediate release 
 

WOMEN IN ACTION!    
IPM CONVENTION IS ANOTHER HUGE SUCCESS 

 
The IPM has just pulled off its 14th Annual Women’s Convention at the ICC Durban which 
was fully booked with some delegates having to be turned away.   Feedback from the over 
200 delegates was excellent with many indicating that they would be back for next year’s 
event.    
 
A big thank you to main sponsors Trade and Investment KwaZulu Natal, who again 
supported IPM in organising the Convention in the belief that people are the core of any 
business investment and play the most important part in the success of any business or 
organisation. 
 
An excellent line-up of guest speakers was the main attraction and motivated and inspired the 
delegates with: 
 

¶ Charlotte Mokoena, National President of IPM and Chief of HR of Telkom on ñSkills 
Development in South Africaò 

 

¶ Trish Taylor, CEO of East Coast Radio, on ñAuthentic Leadership and Performanceò 
 

¶ Judy van Niekerk of The Stables Wine Estate on ñTrust your intuition, be BOLD and DO IT!ò 
and  

 

¶ Julie-May Ellingson, Head of the Strategic Project  Unit, 2010 Programme, eThekwini 
Municipality, on ñDurban 2010 and beyondò. 

 
They certainly lived up to the theme ñWomen in Action!ò 
 
Other attractions were Lynne McMaster of DressbyLynne who gave a presentation on ñDressing 
Stylishly at the Officeò. The very popular Mark Dodsworth of RedZebra involved all the delegates 
by getting them to play African drums and pipes in a mass ñorchestraò of sound that represented 
unity and interaction.  A pilates demonstration by Gary Petersen of Body Perfect Pilates Studio put 
the ladies through their paces and touched on the importance of exercise.   
 
Winner of the IPM Empowerment Award was Cindy Norcott of the Robin Hood Foundation.  The 
Foundation aims to mobilise resources from those businesses and individuals who have spare 
resources and to donate these to individuals in disadvantaged communities.  They focus on two 
main projects ï ñLove the Babiesò and ñGogo bagsò for grandmothers who care for orphaned 
children in KwaZulu Natal. 
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To involve and encourage youth talent, the delegates were entertained by Sieolin Govender on the 
tabla accompanied by Mercion Govindsamy and Minolan Soobramoney, followed by Mohini 
Naidoo performing a classical Indian dance. 
 

Trish Taylor, CEO of East Coast Radio with Samandrie Govender,      IPM Office Bearers at the Convention:  Dayalan Govender,  

Chairperson, IPM KZN Region.         Chairperson, Durban Branch; Charlotte Mokoena, National  
           President;  Samandrie Govender, Chairperson KZN Region  

           and Elijah Litheko, CEO of IPM. 

 

United in music, the delegates enjoy the RedZebra Experience     Receiving the IPM Empowerment Award from  Elijah Litheko 
with their African drums and other musical instruments.      Is Cindy Norcott, Chairperson of The Robin Hood Foundation,  

               with sponsor of the trophy, Rev. Mannie Moonsamy of the  
           Family Restoration Centre who is also on the IPM Committee. 
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